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KIT INTERNATIONAL JOURMAL m Intorview

The International Exchange Center was established in June, 2004 to achieve
the long-term vision of the Kyolo Institute of Technology (KIT): to become
an international technology university. An overview of the center's activities
and future goals is shown below,

International
Exchange Center

Promoting Fruitful International
Exchange with Clear Strategies
and Support

KUNUGI, Shigeru

Director of the Internalional Exchanga Center

\ice-President

The International Exchange Center was established when
KIT had been incorporated.  The centar is responsible for all
matters related to international exchange. It has thrég main
divisions: the Academic Exchange Division, the Student
Exchange Division, and the Accommodation and Public
Relations Division.

The center was created to integrate and centralize all of
the university's international exchange sirategies. For
example, bafore the center was set up, we did not have well-
organized international exchange programs that wara
common to all departments. Each department had its own
programs and conditlons. Moreover, the methods of
promoting our programs and recruiting students were not
standardized for a long time. Since the affiliations with
foresgn institutions depended on individual faculty members,
like a person-lo-person relationship, these affiliations often
ceased and became a nominal partnership after either
coordinator transferred 1o another university.

To solve these problems and achieve betler international
exchange in the future, we establishad the International
Exchange Cenfer as a central organization that would play a
key role in planning clear sirategies for each dwision and
support a substantial increase in student and professor
exchanges.

A year and a half have passed since the foundation of the
center. One of our biggest achievemnents has been the
lavnch of “the Training for Research Innavation Program” for
graduate students. The program was designad o develop
students’ scientific skills and practical commumication
ahbifities by studying at our foreign panner instilutions. The
program offers students two options.  One is to expenance
assisting a supervisor in lectures for two weeks. The other is
1o work on independent research for one 1o six months, As
of Movember 2005, 13 graduate studenis have panlicipated
in this program. | believe thal they gained a lol from this
program and will apply what they have leamed 10 their future
studies and careers.

The center has also re-organized its cooperative
relationships with foreign institutions.  Since the center was
founded, we have concluded agreements for academic
exchange with four new universities. KIT now promotes
academic and student exchange wilth 39 universities and
mstitutions i total.

In the area of student exchange, we are working hard to
improve the quality of short term exchange programs
invailving credil iransfers.  To reach this goal we are making
efforts to improve students’ English skills. For example, we
have successiully set up an English fraining program at the
University of Leeds in the UK. Furthermore, we are
promoting the rebuilding of English education programs in
each facully, From the end of this semestar, a computer-
based English leaming network can be accessed on campus
and from students’ homes,

In & very short time, the cenler has already made greal
progréss.  In the fulure, we will continue to striva for fruitful
international exchange based on carefully developed
sirategies and support.

Wice-Presdant Kurnap VSCLERSIG SCanee eached of T
with the Prsicont and the Doan of e Facully of Archidociors,
Shuftgart Linkarsdy of Appled Scences, Gornany
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Professor

The concept of "macromolecule”™ was proposed for the
first time in 1926 by Hermann Staudinger and was eventually
established in 1936 after a decade of scientific debates
between the “macromolecule-belevers™ who believed in the
existence of a very large molecule resulling by covalent
bonding, and the skeptical “colloid-believers” who firmly
relied on the already established concept of “colloids™. The
later which are composed of many small molecules
assembled not by covalent bonds, but by specific
interactions such as electrostatic or hydrophilic-hydrophobic
interactions in aqueous environments, is one of the central
topic of chemistry (colicid chemistry) in the end of 19th
century. The concept of “macromolecule” was only
established in 1936 after a series of expenments on viscosily
of cellulose performed by H. Staudinger's group at the
University of Freiburg. Since this establishment, polymer
science has been extensively developed along the two main
streams: polymer synthesis and physical properties
charactarization.

From the viewpoint of synihetic polymers, the typical
functions of living systems such as self-adjusting, sell-
adapting and/or self-generating would be the ultimate goals
for designing specialty polymers. Despite numerous studies
carried out in the past seventy years, it is still nol possible to
endow these funclions for polymer. This would be one of the
ultimate goals for research of polymer materials science in
the 21st cenlury. As a first step, wa slarted tackiing the
problem by finding a generic way to design and control the
spatial ordered structure in polymer,  The pimary approach
is applying the so-called “principle of competition between
antagonistic interactions” to mulli-componant polymeric
systems. This principle has been widely known in the field of
developmental biology (Cl. J. Murray, “Mathematical
Biology", Springer, 1988). As a result of this competition, a
variety of ordered structures emerges at different length
scales in living systerms such as spots on the skin of leopard
of liger. We have applied this principle to polymeric systems
by coupling chemical reactions to phase separation of
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-~ Macromolecules and
Behavior of Living
Systems.....

TRAN-CONG-MIYATA, Qui

Labaoratory of Polymer Molecular Engineering,
Department of Palymer Science and Engineering,
Faculty of Textile Science

polymer mixtures. |1 has been found thal these competing
processes lead to the emergence of a varely of ordered
structures in the mesoscopic length scales (JL.A. Pojman and
Q. Tran-Cong-Miyata Eds., “Nonfingar Dynamics in Polymeric
Systerns”, American Chemical Society, 2004). On the other
hand, structures with high hierarchies ara abundant in Nature
where all the kinetic processes proceed non-uniformly over a
vary long time-scale ranging from billicns to milions years.
By using the same principle, one could design materials with
controllable struciural hierarchy. With the above-mentioned
principles, one can hope that artificial matenals with some
functions comparable to those amerging in living things could
be designed.

Regarding the International Relations between Kyolo
Institute of Technology (KIT) and foreign universities and
institutions, | think that we need to send mora KIT students
to foreign countries al the early siage of the undergraduate
program by using some specific programs supported by KIT,
These projects will help KIT students to have a broad view
aboul things happening outside Japan, in both advanced as
well as developing nations.  Through the communication and
comparison with students al their same age in these loreign
countries, KIT students would be much more motivatad and
could also realize the *must-do”™ when they come back lo
Japan, Regular organization of International Symposia at KIT
an several specific research lopics conducted by KIT faculty
members would be a key to push KIT into the “world-class®
institutican,

Concaming foreign students coming to KIT for study,
constant training in Japanese language and reasonable
scholarships would be crucial for their study.  In addition,
some sorls of language lests such as “Japanese TOEFL" for
the ability of their Japanese language would help them
achieving great success. This s also a good way to gain
good reputation for KIT in forgign countries where these
students come from.
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The seasons of Kyoto are all magical. However, the
spectacutar turning of the autumn keaves and the first snows
of winter are the favorite time of year for many, Some would
even say that the fall and early winter season is more
beautiful than the blossoming flowers of spring.

The area around Arashivama and Saga, home 1o KIT's
Saga Campus, is one of the best places in Kyolo to enjoy the
bright leaves of autumn, The mountaing in the background,
especially Mount Ogura, are ablaze with red maples, and the
ancient cultural attractions of the district attract counliess
tourists from all over the country,

Arashiyama and Saga have been celebrated by
aristocrats, artists and poets since Kyoto was first founded in
the late Bth century., One traditional poem or waka, in
particular, is very famous.

Oguira vama Mine no momifiba
Kokoro araba
I hitorabi no Mivaki matanan.

If the exguisite mapse lsaves on ML Ogura have a heart,
please isten to me: stop falling and stay red forever,

yolo IR % PR

and Early Winder

"Blazing leaves and pure-white snow

Composed by Fujiwara-no Tadahira, a court nobile, the poem
was included in the Ogua Hyakunin Isshu, a Heian-period (794-
1185) anthalogy of 100 waka by 100 greal poets. Though this
poem was composad more than 1,200 years ago, it still louches
the heart of the Japanese people as it perfectly expresses the
sublima autumn beauty of Arashivama even today.

Soon after the last autumn lzaves have fallen, the upper
slopes of ML, Hiel, looming high to the east of KIT's
Matsugasaki campus, are coverad with the first thin blanke!
of pure white snow and winter begins. Winter in Kyolo is
often described as ‘freezing cold' because the city is
surrounded by mountains. Yet this season also has its
charms: the air becomes crisp and very clear, Explore the
Cid Capital in winter, walk down small streets and lanes, and
discover the wonders of this season.
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Early Days in Japan

| Dr. Kong Li

Presiclent
SHENZHEN Koyl Manomaterials CO. LTD

| arved n Kyoto on Oclober 7, 1988 from China, It was the first
time | had ever traveled abroad and my first experiences in Kyolo
werg impressive. | arrived duning a threa-day university hofiday and |
did nat know aryona in Kyoto, so thera was nothing for me o do but
wander around the city. During thoss first three days | remember that
| was very impressad by how neat and peaceful Kyolo was

The first person | met at KIT was Yoshii Sensel. He was in charge
ol matters related to international exchange students. | still
remember clearly his warm smile and how ha kindly and carafully
explained things to me, in the exchange studen! common room,
about the university and the graduate school enfrance exams. The
short time | spent with Yoshii Sensei on that first day immediatety
dispelied any womies | had thal the Japanesa wera stricl people.

Duing the naxt six years, Yoshil Sensal halped me in many ways, |
slill remember one story that a-senior ntemalional exchange student
told me aboat Yoshs Servsel. In Japan, people call professors "semser
which & an honorific titie that can be transiated as teacher or master,
Other staff members a1 school are called by ther last name fo which
the ferm “san” is added, Yoshil Senael told the senior exchange
student 1o call him Yoshi-san but nol "sensei” as he was nol a
professor, However, in China we call people we respect “teacher,” Al
of us called him “sensei” because we respected him very much for ai
the help he gave us and for the fact that he saw things from our
perspecive without any prejudice towarnds us as foraigners.

Infernational Comrespondence M KIT INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL

The person whom | came to admire The most during my six years
of study at KIT was Prolessor Kiyotsukun, He was a very dedicated
and gifted researcher and he taught his students with much
enthusiasm, | will never forget one of his classes. He was asking
students so many questions that one international studant lafi the
room 10 gat his Japanese dictionary. Professor Kiyvotsukurl was
somecne thal everyone respected and admired. Even though he
was i, he took the time lo check my master's thasis. | can still recall
what his face looked kke on thal day. Another occasion | remembser
was when we wenl drinking and | asked him, "Which is more
dalicious, Chingse sake or Japanese saka?”™ His answer was very
inefesting. He sald, “For Chinese dishes moulal [Chinese sake] Is
the best choice, and for sashimi Japanese sake is tha bast.”

When | was in the second year of my master's degree, my wile
came to Kyolo and started her master's. This gave me an
oppotunity 1o gt to know Professor Araki and Professor Tanaka,
who wena her supenvisors. Professor Arakd had been a dean of the
Facuilty of Textile Science and was such a gentla parson, Professor
Tanaka had expenence living in the United States and was also a
veny kind person, My wie studied under those two professors for 3
years and finished har master's degree. Now she is working in a
Chinese univarsity and she often says thal her studies and
experiences in Kyalo halp her do her job better.

Ten years have passed since we lefi Kyolo, The warld has
changed a lot during that tme, especially the situation m China, |
was able to understand Japan and the Kyolo Instilule of Technology
from tha many axperiences | had mors than ten years ago. The time
I spent in Kyolo is one of my most treasured memories, The
knowdedae | acquired al the Kyolo Institile of Technology has bean
very helpful in my current job and in establishing good relationships
with Japanese companies. | will never forget my time in the beautiful
city of Kyolo,

Life with New Challenges

Hua Thuy Trang

Division of Appliad Science for Functionality
Graduata School of Science and Technology

It i said that Ke like a road is not smooth. Lite is ahways refered
1o a difficult path which is similar (0 chmbing a tough mountain, After
conguenng one of them, the next one, which is higher and more
difficLdt, is ahways walting ahéad. This sanes of continuously process
howgver, keaps and pushes us bulding strength of will to take them
as a challange and successiully crossing them one by one.

I worked as a lecture in Hanoi University of Technology (HUT) in
Vietnam. At that tima, thene was an apportunity for me to participate
in a program by ASIA SEED (Asian Science and Education for
Economic Development), which was par of the Peacalul Friendship
Exchange Plan by the Japanese Government.

This program provides preliminary Japanese proficiency training
for graduated students from ASEAM countries and supports tham
further study in graduated school in Japan National universities.
Studying Japanese language was like climbing a vary fough
mountain for ma nol to mantion further the study in graduate
schodl in Japan.

The efforts have been rewarded, In Apil, 2004 | was accepted in
Kyoto Unhversity of Technology (KIT) as a research student, In the
aboratory, the conlent of the research is polymer science, whach is
mare complicated and demanding compare 1o my existing
knowledge. Yel, the opportunity 1o study and pick up varous
knowledge about polymer siructures analysis and the accessibility
of various machines in the laboralory make me really excited and
happy. | always remind myself the phrase “do nol give up whenever
you confronts with any difficulty”. Becausa il s always made
possibia wihen you have faith in yoursell and perform the bes! even
though there Is ondy a small slep at ona time.

As the resull of best effonts, | was able o enroll in the Doclor's
couwrse in gracuate school at KIT in April, 2005. | am now working
on tha research regarding polymer structures analysts. By stepping
forward, | immediately encounters with another higher and lougher
mountain. However, looking at it. | can’t halp but have the
challenging fesling which | wanted to conquer just by taking a step
further. Looking back, | would liks to éxpréss my gratitude to my
acvisor, Professor Itoh Takashi, and my feliow friends in the Lab.
Mot pust bmited o the research, they have been very halplul with
my Japanese language, sharing with me the Japanese culture and
custom which are all very precious expanencas for me. In addition,
KIT is such a good environmeant for the study as well as the
research. The most important thing is KIT has been very
supportive emaronment to the intemational students which makes
tham fesl at home.

| thirik all human beings have strong will to conguer various
mountains. In the meanwhile, there are these “kKnowledge-
mountains”, which had been conquerad in the past, in present, and
will be conquered in the fulure. | Bm also ready to make my best
afforl to congquer this new
“knowledge- mountain®.
Perhaps it i nol only for me,
bul contributing what |
gained- the new knowledge
for KIT in Japan as well as for
HUT in Vigtnam. | sincergly
hope that & strong tie of co-
operation, relationship and
undarstanding belween KIT
and HUT will ba bound during
this process.
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Entrance Ceremony AZzl
On this day, 805 undergraduates and 470 graduates entered
the university, including 46 international students
FHICBO5SE. ARRICATOBRNAFLELL. SENEANESELAEETT,
May 13  Welcome Party at KIT International House
EE RSl ABERO NN —F—
A welcome party, attended by 51 new KIT sludents and 5 people
from neighborhood, was held.
AEHS | BEMDERSENENLT, ERERDELE.
Aug. 9-10 The First Student Study Tour #1EHEABSLEEIDRLIRT
28 international students and 4 Japanese students traveled to Fulkui
and Ishikawa Prefeciure.
HEABRE2BRLBFAPEIZHENL T, WA, BIIMERENELL.

Sep.26 Graduation Ceremony 2{i2550
B students graduated from graduate school. 5 out of B were
international students.
KERBBOERELELL, SEHEARRERSETT.

Oct.3  Entrance Ceremony A%
16 students entered graduate school. 7 out of 16 were
international students.
FERIC1 6RO AZLELLL. SEAEAMPERTETYT.

Nov. 4-11 KIT Promotion in Thailand BEREE7r7ENRURBEXZGHE (1)
Statf members promoted KIT in Bangkok and Chiang Mai to recruit
students from Thailand, and visited Chiang Mai University and
Rajamangala University of Technology Thanyaburi
FERERDGY ()00, F17 1) THEAHPEBROLEEETSE
EBIC FIURAARES Uy AT THA R ESRMULELL.

Nov.26 KIT Promotion in Vietnam B#@$7r7SMRUBEAZNM (KhrL)

-Dec. 1 siaff members promoted KIT in Ho Chi Minh and Hanoi to recruil
sludents from Vietnam, and visited University of Natural Sciences,
Vietnam Mational University — Ho Chi Minh,
ERWEEADA N L (R—FZ 2, )\ ) THEABRERL OREEHETS
EEBIC, AT AR —F S IR ERELELR.

Dec. 18 Year-end Party at KIT International House
B aiEREROER/I—T1—

2006
+KIT International House Party hosted by KIT President (scheduled)
ERESRSMPEEEMER/ —F — (PE)
*The Second Student Study Tour (scheduled)
W2E N E AL ER M RPIRT (PR)

International Planning Division EFR{EEER

This division deals with all the adminisirative aspects of the Inter-
national Exchange Center. Please feel free to contact us.
Bl . BRI ST~ T OWEEESLTHEDED.
EROSOCHEEE—ESHELTEDET,
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