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KIT INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL W interview

KUNUGI, Shigeru

Vice-Prasident

KIT has accepled over 1,000 intermational students from
about 60 countries in the world. Most of them are still
working and/or studying hard in their respective home
countries, and some are playing important roles in their
respective fields. At the same time, we have lost contact
with some of our former international students. | am
somewhat sad about this as all of these students are also
important potential promoters of KIT worldwide. Their
experience at, and opinions and evaluation of KIT are an
imporiant resource for our future international exchange
programs.

In the light of the lack of contact with some former
international students, the Intemational Exchange Center has
designed some new programs to ensure that KIT is
promoted everywhera by everyone thal has studied or
undertaken research at KIT. One already successiul
program is this magazine. Former intermational students
appear in every issue and our university e-mail address is
shown on the cover of the magazine so that people
evarywhera can easily contact us. Another current related
project is to establish a global international student/
researcher network. Three years ago we invited former
international students to come to Japan and lorm an
assembly that discussed a wide range of KIT-related topics,
Just after that assembly, we founded an office in Korea for
our Korean international students. In addition, we have key
stations in China, Vietnam, Thaitand and Taiwan managed by
former KIT international students. They mainly use the

KIT Internalional Academic Exchange Club Key Station

Towards Achieving Better Quality
International Exchange and Research
through Communication with Former

International Students

Director of the Intemational Exchange Center

intemet to communicate with each other and to track down
former students that we have lost touch with. We send
thesa offices and key stations official KIT information regularly
and they then send it on 1o people in their country.

In addition to this, KIT is an active participant in Japan
Education Fairs, organized by JASSO (Japan Student
Services Crganization), through which we advertise the
university to potential students. During these kinds of fairs
we often meet former international students. We always ask
them to help KIT by assisting us in the collection of
information and opinions about what we do and offer.

We alsa think it is important to expand the field of
exchange through research. At present, KIT sends teachers
and graduate students to get involved with partner
organizations through the Engineer Training and Research
Innovation Program (ETRIP), As a resull, participants in this
program are often accepted at KIT as intemational students,
and through this an industry-academic alliance is promoted
with local company researchers, We would filke to achieve a
‘positive cycle’ which is advantageous 1o everyona invohved.

The International Exchange Center combines both
international student communication and research exchangs
in such a way that the overall quality of internaticnal
exchange at KIT is constantly being improved. In terms of
accepting and caring for internaticnal students, KIT provides
a level of personal attention to each individua! student and an
excellent educational enviranment that many larger
universities are difficult to give.
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Our research is focused on the history of Japanese
architecture. We are actively involved in the study of the
technical specifications of architecture built in Japan's
maodearn era, and the preservation and appreciation of
historical Japanese architecture. The latter theme is the
basis for the ‘preservation of historical scenery projects’
which are currently attracting much attention in Japan,
Specifically we are creating materials to allow the average
Japangse person to understand the value of old buildings
and how o assess preservation methods based on local
characteristics.

For example, we have worked on Tango Chirimen textile
weaving household in Kaya Town (present-day Yosano
Town), and a Funaya fisherman’s house in Ine Town. Both
buildings are in officially designated ‘historical scenary
districts’ located on the Tango Peninsula in the northwest
comer of Kyoto Prefecture,

Learning About
Historical Japanese
Architecture in Kyoto

HYUGA, Susumu

Head of the Undergraduate Program of Architeciura and Design
Professor

Japanesa Architecture Laboralory

The international students in my class are all highly
interested in Japanese culiure and they are keen students of
the Japanese language. Their enthusiasm is reflected in their
research themes. For example, a French student's research
was focused on engawa (Japanese verandah). For
Japanese people, the engawa is a special part of a traditional
house. It is neither inside nor outside of the house and thus
iz very representative of the characteristics of Japaness

Laboratory update B KIT INTERMATIONAL JOURNAL

architecture. Based on the writings of Sosski Natsume, the
student wrote a report in Japanese about the social
efficiency of the engawa verandah. The report was very well
written and also passionate in its tone. Another student,
from Sweden, chose the traditional machiva townhouse as
her thesis thame, and on the basis of her research received a
doctor's degree in Sweden, It was impressive for me that
she lived in machiya and also interviewed many local people
about their experiences in living In such structures. Other
students in my class were from Mexico, Canada, Brazil and
China, and all of them were very diligent in their studies.

At present we have a student from Indonesia who is
studying the characternistics of pagoda architectura in Bali in
comparison to other Asian architectural types including those
of Japan. And this autumn we will have another student
from the U.S. who is financed by the Japanese govemment,

We don'l treal international students any different from

Japanese students except for problems refated to language.
| am occasionally surprised by international students that
already know a lot about Japanese culture, and some have
even acquired traditional Japanese manners and ways of
speaking that are hardly used by the Japanese today. One
student always carried their own chopsticks and never used
disposal ones because it is ‘'mottainal’ (a waste of resources),
| am always extremely impressed with these kinds of
behavior,

| would like to address one message to studants who
are interested in studying with us at KIT. And that Is that
Kyoto s the perfect place to study historical architecture.
The city itsell is a living library of leaming opporiunities and
examples. Some researchers say that just walking in Kyoto
resulls in learning. If you want to learn about traditional
Japanese architectura, please join us at KIT. Let's walk
through this city together and discover our personal
interpretations of 'Japan'.
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The city of Kyoto, so long the Imperial capital of Japan,
has long been home to a people that have created amazing
beauty and also presarved so much tradition and culture
from generation to generation. The seasonal beauty of the
Old Capital and its extraordinary heritage has always made a
big imprassion on heart of people.  For hundreds of years,
the people of Kyoto have been proudly offering their
treasures, rituals and festivals 1o the world.

On May 15th, during the warm, fresh days of late spring,
the wonderful stage for the Aoi Festival s set in Kyoto. This
annual festival, ane of Japan's oldest, is intimately linked to
Kamigama Shring and Shimogamo Shrine. The history of the
festival began in the late 6th century. The festival often
appears in works of classic Japanese lilerature, like the Tale
of Genji. For a long time ‘the festival' in Kyoto referred to the
Aol Festival, Today, the festival is organized much in the
same way as it was in ancient times. About 500 peopla
wearing gorgeous Helan-peried Imperial clothing form the
procession. It travels along an 8-km route: from Kyolo
Imperial Palace to Kamigamo Shring via Shimogamo Shrine,

The Beauty o

Spring and dummer
in the Old Capital

The ofher ancient festival, the Gion Festhval, is said to be
developed in in the Heian Period about 1,100 years ago.
The festival lasts for one month starting from the Kippu-ir
ritual on July 1st, and ending with the Magoshi Festival on the
31st. The first ritual offers the prayer for safety of the festival,
while the second is held to pray for health and good fortune
in the second half of the year, The highlight of this grand
event is the Yama-boko Grand Parade on 17th. The 32 giant
floats called hoko or yama, are gorgeously decorated and
rolled through the main streets of the city. On the nights
before the grand parade (the 14th, 15th and 16th}, the fioats
are lit-up with lanterns on the streets. Hundreds of
thousands of people come 1o enjoy this summer festival and
the sound of traditional festival music called Gion bayashi
that can be heard everywhere in Kyoto's downtown area,
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Let’s Walk the Academic
‘Silk Road’ Together

Dr. Gu Guoda

Professar

Chial of the Intermational Economics
Department, Cofiage ol Economics,
Zhegang Univarsity

(Gradusted in 1995 from tha Duision of
Appled Scence lor Functionality,
Grachaate School of Science and
Technology)

Life is like flowing water that
patiently flows and turns and falls
and finally ends its journay in the
greal ocean. My experience at the
Kyoto Institute of Technology (KIT) was absolutely the most
shining period in my e fliow. | am proud of my time in Kyolo, an
ancient capital with a rich natwral ervirenment, And | am proud of
the over six years | studied at KIT, a unique academic institution
with over 100 yvears of histony.

My opporiunity 1o come to KIT began in July 1887 whan my
future teachers, Mr. Tsuguo MATSUMOTO and Mr. Minoru
HAMAZAK] visited Zhejiang University in Hangzhou, China, When
I met them, | was working as an assistant professor in the
Sericuliure Department. | told them that | wanted o study silk
thread business management, and the Chinese silk trade from the
standpoint of China’s increasingly open markel economy, They
graciousty accept my idea and, over time, paved the way for me
to study at KIT, in April 1989, as a governmeant sponsored loneign
student of the Japanesa Ministry of Education. For me, this is
obviousty the most impaortant moment in my life as a researcher,
Nl was just an accidental encounter but as a result | was able fo
study in Japan. | am very glad to have had this opportunity,

I have many good memorias of the time when | was studying

My 7 years in Kyoto

Muhammad lzham Bin lsmail

Dihvision of Mechanical and System
Engmaaring, Graduate School of Scence
and Technology

| began to think about studying
in Japan when | was only an
elementary school student,  Actually
I didn't know much about Japan at
that time. Indesd, my fantasies
about Japan wera full of mistakes.
However, | couldn’t help thinking
about Japan somehow and studied
very hard every day. | didn't know if
| ever would actually make it to Japan or not, but | just didn't stop
thinking aboul it. When | graduated from high schoal, | was able
to enter a Japanese prep school that would help me to enter
Japan without major difficulty.  Slowly, the preparations | needed
to do to visit Japan were completed, The classes al the prep
school were very difficult. | studied the Japanase language 8
hours a day every day for two years, | can still clearly rememibar
the day | arived in Japan. It was really cold though It was already
spring, One of my senior classmates told me | would gel used to
the cold in Japan but the cold is cartainly one thing that | have
never gotten used fo,

Intermationnl comespondance W KIT INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL

in Kyoto. Even today, | often remember the annual intemational
sludent study tour and the social gatherings hosted by the
president of KIT. The annual international student study tour was
really the best cpportunity | ever had to leam about Japanese
culture and social cusioms. In thal connection, | would really like
1o thank Mr. Tsutamu YOSHIL, who was in charge of intemational
students, and the other staff members for their efforts.  In social
gatherings hosted by the president of KIT, we were able to
strengthen our international relationships just as KIT had
encouraged us 1o do. | really hope KIT continues these excellent
events for many years to come,

During my six years al KIT, | studied at the Institute of
Industrial Economics and Management, Thanks to the instruction
I recaned from teachers and special access | had to the academic
facilities of Kyoto University located naxt door, | was able o take
advaniage of a wida range of excellent academic knowledge
sources, In those six years, | published six theses in differant
academic journals. Based on these theses, | was able to
complete my doctor's thesis on "An Economic Analysis of the
Structures upon Supply and Demand on the Chinese Raw Silk
Trade and the World's Raw Silkk Market From 1842 to 1949°,
Firaly in March 19495, | receved my PhD. This was the wonderful
beginning of my academic 'Silk Road',

Elgven years have passed since | graduated from KIT and
returnad to China, In the past eleven years the Chinese economy
has teapt forward and so has my academic career, Largely dus 1o
the education | received at KIT, | am now the Chief of the
International Economics Department, College of Economics,
Zhejiang University, one of China’s most exclusive universities.
Today, | am still walking down my academic 'Sik Road’ in the field
of international economy and trading., Al the same time, |
continue to make great effons 1o promote academic exchange
and friendship between Japan and China, as well doing whatever |
can do to make KIT an even better intemational institution. | hope
| continue o have your sincere suppor in these endeavors.
Thank you very much,

The international students from Malaysia studying in Japan
ar usually Malay people and the Malays do not have any kanji
characters in their wiiting system. Actually, many Malays don't
know anything about kanji. MNaturally, ihe first and biggest problem
| had in Japan was the language. | was shockad that my hard
days of stuclying at the prep school were nowhere near encugh.
From my first day in Japan, | began to study hard once more. |
can not help admiring myself, when | look back now and
remember how hard | studied. | would Bke Japansse people o
realize how much effort international students make everyday
when they are in Japan. | would like to ask them to acknowledge
our tremendous efforts and o support us even mor in our studies
and dadly Iife. | do not mean financial support. What is much more
important is to support us by teaching us social manners and
customs, including how to study in Japan, how the univarsily
system works, how 1o communicate well with teachers, and so on,

Studying in Japan has made a huge differance in my life.
Everything | learmed and experenced in Japan has really had a hig
influence on my iife. Because of my father's business, my family
often moved from place to place in Malaysia, and didn't stay long
in any one place. | lived in Kyoto for 7 years, and this is the
longest period | have ever spent in one place. | can say | know
morng about Kyolo than | do about Malaysia. Ina way, you could
say Japan and Kyolo are more like home for me. And | deeply
hopa, in my heart, that Kyoto will abways ba my hometown. So
far. my memories of the Kyoto Institule of Technology, Kyoto, and
Japan ara the best memorias of my e . .
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Cuisines of the World &
Mochi-tsuki (rice-cake making) Day

On December 27th, Cuisines of the World & Mochi-tsuki Day was organized by the Intermnational
Exchange Center al the KIT universily cafeteria (Ars). The day was conceived as a way 10 deepan mutual
communication between Japanese siudents and intemational students. During the course of the day, KIT
intermational stidents tried making mochi rica cakes) which is nomally a special end-of-the-year avent in
Japan, whils Japanesa students enjoyed intemational culsine prepared by international students from all
over 1he world.

With the help of experienced stafl members, many of the intermational students and Japanesa
students experienced making mochi for the first time. It looked easy but when they tried pounding the rica
with the: blg wooden hammer, it wasn't so easyl In the end, good mochi was made and if 1asted great.

The kitehen of the caletesia was reserved on that day and students from Iran, Ching, Korea and
Viatrnam prepared a variely of their home dishes. Everyone enjoyed the graat range of intemational deshes
until the plates were emply and everyone couldn't hefp saying “Yummy!' aver and over.

Needless 1o say, the organizers fook special cane 1o ensure the conditions wers hygenic, and they
gave special instruction 10 all the participants to clean their hands before touching the food ingredients,

Ower 120 peopls [oined the event including intemational students, Japanese students, university
faculty members and stall mambers, as well as the President of KIT and other executive members of the
University, Everyone enjoyed this special day.

4KIT Students Experienced Short-term Study in
Iltaly by Scholarship from the ltalian Government

The italian Government Schalarship Program for Foreign Students is adverised avary spring on the
web page of the Institute tor ltalian Cultura. This schofarship, which is based on a very flecdole and uniqus
study plan, requires the candidate of an Masan host institution to choose a penod of study abroad and &
research thema. Candidate selection is based on oral examéinations of liakan (or English) language abiity
and technical readiness. In 2008, four students in their first year of the KIT Ceramic Physics Labaratory
Master's program [Kazulake KITAMURA, Masayasu HIGASHING, Nechide FURLIKAWA and Takako
MORIKAWA) guasfied for the scholarship.  These students spent about two months, i the autumn of
2006, studying at the ltalian Research Center for Ceramics Science and Technology (ISTEC) in Faenza {in
Italy"s Emita-Romagna region), This research center is part of the takan Mational Research Council {(CHE)
in Rome. The CNRA and KIT have established a joint taboralory project over the past several years,
prasently direcled by Prof. G, Pezzott.  The ressarch themes of the four students were all focused on
ceramic physics and mechanics, However, in addition to thair research, even during their shor-lem stay,
students wese able to enjoy a wide range of cultural exchange, For example, they visited many famous
historical places and beautiiul natural locations in italy. Duing their stay abroad, these students may have
also found a clear future direction lor thelr work and e in the historical city of Kyoto,

ﬁ Dance Lessons at the KIT International
i House (Marikouji Kaikan)

Since Decembsar 2008, International students Iving I the KIT Intermational House WMarkoujl Kafkan)
and Japanese students have been faking dance lessons on Saturday nights.  The teacher is a Vietnamess
infernational student, Mguyen Trung Dung. He is teaching four kinds of standard dance styles, including
the lango, and lour Lalin dance styles, including the samba. Mos! of the participants are residents of KIT
Intermational House. They are from many countries including Vietnam, Germany, China, Mexico, Thailand,
Indonesia, Swizerdand, Brunal, and Japan. The Marikouji Kaikan dance evening has been very successiul
as an inernational exchange event,

Join the KIT International Academic Exchange Club!
This club is a global network for intermational academic exchange. s members include current

Intemationai and alumni intermational sludents, researchers, and members of KIT academsc exchanga partner
: ST institutions,  The cluby was founded for KIT fo contribute to academic development and promaote
Planning Division science and technology in intemational society. For detalled membership infarmation, please visit

Ths diision deais with all the administrative. | o 0! WeoSile:
aspects of the International Exchange http:/fwww . kit.ac.jp/english/01/01_0B0000.html
Center. Please feel free to contact us. . J



miyoshi_to
テキストボックス




