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Spring Admissions for the 2026 Academic Year

Academic Field of Design

Kyoto Institute of Technology (KIT) Graduate School of Science and Technology
Master’s Program Admission Requirements for International Students

The Entrance Exam

Specialized Subject Gepp course)

(150 min)

[Precautions)

1. Do not open this question booklet until instructed to do so by a supervisor.

2. This booklet consists of two sheets. You also have one answer sheet and three draft sheets.
When the supervisor signals you to begin answering the questions, check this bookiet, the
answer sheet, and the draft sheet. Raise your hand to inform the supervisor if you find any
missing, incorrect pages, or unclear printouts.

3. Write the examination guestion number on the answer sheet.

4., This booklet, answer sheets, draft sheet, and other handouts must be collected after the

exarn.



Read the sentence below, then answer the three questions that follow.

As the scope and responsibilities of design practices continue to expand, designers are
increasingly required to re-consider the nature and impact of their activities within broader
and more dynamic contexts. This shift demands engagement not only with immediate outputs
or user needs, but also with the interconnected systemic and planetary scales that shape and
are shaped by design interventions. In doing so, designers must cultivate an awareness of the
complex social, technological, ecological, and political forces at play, as illustrated in Engholm’s

framework (see Figure below, Engholm 2023).

Available from <httpsi//planetarydreaming.org/da/fra-fire-til-fem-niveauer-af-design/>
[Accessed 27th November 2025]

Q1.

Define the existing roles of design within the fields of graphic, industrial, and interaction
design, and provide examples for each.

Q2. ‘

Describe your understanding of systemic and planetary-level challenges, including relevant
examples.

Q3.

Based on the roles identified in QI, explain how these forms of design might expand or adapt

their scope to address the systemic and planetary-level challenges outlined in Q2.

¢ There is no word limit.

¢ You are encouraged to use illustrations, diagrams, and tables to support your ideas.
e Answer Sheet: B4.. .

¢ Draft Sheets: B4 x 3



— HFIRH FpEsiEil) —

(Gl z o TEVIETon s a vy 7 vy NTIMHBEREGRAE L %, FFFIC, 205 13RO
TBICX > TELTTL, BEFTEDIHZHEL. chhETcoZ I CREMINTE L
SMHBIBI R 2B A, NDOETEORKZ FHIL, #i72mE/) CY—E R, VAT LEZTHA Vv
L. BB X2, JEh, thaoitig)), i, v A7 4, L%, ZLCxnbi i e d
LT7VAVEEESE D,

— HMFIH (DD 2 —x2#l) —

The question is asking you to do three connected matters, moving from definition —
understanding — application/expansion.

QL.

What is being asked:

Identify the existing / conventional roles of:

Graphic design

Industrial design

Interaction design

Explain what each field typically focuses at the current situation.

Q2.

What is being asked:

Explain what systemic challenges are (complex, interconnected problems across different
stakeholders, governmental, industrial and cultural issues)

Explain what planetary-level challenges are (global, ecological, socio-technical and socio-
spatial issues) with examples (e.g. climate change, natural resource extraction, digital

surveillance, social inequality).

Q3.
What is being asked:

Take the design roles you described in Q1, then explain how they could expand, adapt, or shift
in broader contexts.

Show how these fields can respond to the systemic and planetary challenges discussed in Q2.



