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2EDEK - 2 Objectives and Outline of the Course

H This class has three main goals:

1. Enhance academic discussion skills
2. Improve university-level English reading & listening
3. Acquisition of academic level vocabulary in context

& | Battlestar Galactica: A Media Studies Approach to studying Society, Technology, & War

This class will focus on academic discussion of serious contemporary issues connected to issues of technology, wary and
public policy. Of particular focus will be: just war theory, racism, and philosophical questions about what it means to be
"human". Sudents will practice making verbal arguments, taking a point of view and explaining your reasoning. You will also
have to give one presentation at the end of the se-mester on a topic of your choice. Topics & issues will come from watching
the first season of the American TV drama, Battlestar Galactica.

The focus of this class is academic communication, so listening (to the drama & other students) and speaking are
emphasized; but other English skills will also be used: writing (discussion preparation, short essays), reading (scripts and
related articles), and vocabulary (from episode scripts) will also be important.

v

FHDFEBRZ Learning Objectives

| IO |

Enhance academic discussion & debating skills
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Improve university-level English reading & listening

Work on reading English (scripts & ER)
Increase Academic Vocabulary

3 BAZDERE O SHiEZE / Fulfillment of Course Goals (JABEE BS:&ERIB D )
H
Z | Show considerable effort and improvement. Be able to excell in academic discussions. Demonstrate knowledge of the drama

and the issues raised during the course.

Show effort and improvement. Be able to participate actively in an academic discussion.

Show some effort and basic ability to discuss topics academically.

Fail to show any effort or ability to participate in an academic discussion.

ZEEHEEE Course Plan

No. 15 B Topics A Content
1 H | Introduction Explanation of class goals & activities. Small group discussions: Why is SF often a
vehicle for exploring contemporary issues? Watch Part 1 of the Miniseries.

g Explanation of class goals & activities. Variety of fluency and accuracy activities to
asses student levels. Small group discussion. Watching media. Review KITMoodle
and methods to access class materials.

2 H | Week 2 Watch Miniseries Part Two. Group discussion: What does it mean to survive the end
of the world?
Talk about the discussion prep sheets and how homework will be assessed and
collected.

1 Watching media. Informal group discussion. Homework: work on discussion prep
sheets for parts 1 and 2.

3 H | Week 3 Watch Miniseries Part Three. Explanation of the graded discussions: proceedure,
preparation, and assessment.

g Watch media. Talk about graded discussions. Homework: work on the discussion prep
sheet for part 3.

4 H | Week 4 Watch Episdoe 1. Do a practice (non-graded) formal discussion. Explain how the
vocabulary will work.

ES Watch media. Group discussion. Study vocabulary.

5 H | Weekb VOCABULARY QUIZ 1. Watch Epsiode 2. Lecture: survival needs.
E
6 H | Week 6 GRADED DISCUSSION 1. Homework: Watch Episode 3.
e Group discussion assessed by instructor. Homework will be to watch the episode.
7 H | Week7 Watch Episode 4. Review vocabulary from Episodes 3 and 4.
1 Watch media. Do review activity for vocabulary. Homework will be to study for quiz.
8 H | Week 8 VOCABULARY QUIZ 2. Watch Episode 5. Informal discussion on the topic of
'forgiveness'.

1 Take a quiz. Watch media. Group discussion. Homework: discussion prep sheet for
Episodes 4 & b.

9 H | Week9 GRADED DISCUSSION SESSION 2.

ES Discussion. Homework: watching Episode 6.

10 H | Week 10 Watch Episode 7. Group discussion about topics from Episodes 6 & 7. Talk about last
week's discussion.

B Watch media. Give general feedback on last week's graded discussion. Homework:
work on discussion prep sheets for Episodes 6 & 7.

11 H | Week 11 Watch Episode 8. Put into groups to talk about discussion strategies and techniques.
= Watch media. Work on academic discussion strategies. Homework: work on the
discussion prep sheet for Episode 8.
12 H | Week 12 Watch Episode 9. Group discussion about topics from Episodes 8 & 9.
ES Watch media. Group discussion. Homework: work on discussion prep sheet for
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Episode 9.

13

Week 13 Watch Episode 10. Lecture: Risk and strategy in war. Informal group discussion about
implications from Episode 10.

i

Watch media. Listen to lecture. Informal group discussions. Homework: work on
discussion prep sheet for Episode 10; study for vocabulary quiz.

14

Week 14 VOCABULARY QUIZ 3. Watch Episode 11. Prep for final graded discussion.

Take quiz. Watch media. Homework: prep for graded discussion.

15

Week 15 GRADED DISCUSSION 3. Class wrap-up. Talk about final exam.

gl sl

Do graded discussion. Homework: watch Episode 11; prepare for final.

H None

Z | This class is aimed at students who have a TOEIC score of 630 or higher, but it is NOT limited to those students. Highly
motivated intermediate level students are also welcome.

H

%= | Grades will be given based on your individual efforts in this class. This is NOT a TV watching class! We use the drama to

stimulate thought & discussion on important issues of our day. You must participate in discussions, take vocab quizzes and
demonstrate effort. As long as you attend class, participate actively, and show signs of improvement over the semester, you
will receive a passing grade. However, to receive a grade above 80%, you must really show that you have improved a lot and
are on the way towards mastering academic discussion techniques.

‘

No textbooks required. Teacher will provide materials at the beginning of the course. The class will use KIT Moodle a lot for
access to materials.

‘

45%
21%
10%
14%
10%

Graded Discussions

Vocabulary Quizzes

In-class participation

Homework (discussion prep, commentaries, essay)
Final Project (Short Essay)

‘

The focus of this class is academic communication, so listening (to the drama & other students) and speaking are
emphasized; but other English skills will also be used: writing (discussion preparation sheets, essays), and reading (related
articles and subtitles). This class has three main goals:

1. Enhance academic discussion skills
2. Improve university-level English reading & listening
3. Acquisition of academic level vocabulary in context

w



