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BEDBHK - 12 /Objectives and Outline of the Course

H (R L L, BRLEBROAEVL, HFRIORREBONE2H2E LNEL, LML, EXRDREWEEFHINTEH, &£
CENE BB BEBOARBVWEBORICEZX, [RE EIBRELTVWEERZ L1 TES, F-HRICBZAIINIL $HD
WEERADEZLZHEOPTIZ, [RE P EBALDELTHET D2NZFLHMITI VDI IENRRTL B, BB [RE] &
RIS B2 EHIE. BLLUE. ABOEFEICHEELEITCERILZEBRZ D,

TEENRET DHEZHIL. RBEHEVSI b0z, AFPEEZ L LY YBEBHRVWERE L THERL

Z | There are many of us (even and perhaps especially in Japan) who, upon hearing the word ‘religion,” imagine a world having
very little to do with them. Yet the basic reality in which the various practices and traditions called ‘religion’ are rooted is the
same reality we too are living in our own (secular) way. Indeed, upon close inspection, we may find that what could be called
‘religion’ pervades the customs and habits so familiar to us in everyday life. Comparative religion is the discipline that not
only tries to learn of how diversely reality is lived, but also, and at the same time, brings into question our own way of life.
By referring to recent discussion in the discipline of comparative religion, and studying more closely the religions that might
already be somewhat familiar to us, we will in this course try to cultivate the eyes necessary to better see phenomenons and
issues of religion.

FEDEERIE /Learning Objectives

RENLLOEERYTLENEY OREEZEBT D
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To learn various approaches to “religion’ (not only external but also immanent).

To acquire perspectives for better understanding the composition of our own life and society through comparison with others.

To acquire perspectives that will enable us to consider more deeply the issues rooted in the religious diversity

B ZEDERME O EEX / Fulfillment of Course Goals (JABEE B8:&HRIB D )

JBE| IO [ ik

REETEIEE /Course Plan

No. IEH Topics AZ Content
1 H | H#14&8vX HEOBE BN, RETHHOAE. T OMOFEFEEICOWTERBAT %,
% | Guidance To explain briefly the purpose and intent of this course.
2 =] R cix@mh (1) BAO | BRAKRORZEICOVTER S
MRzl & R
Z | What is "religion"? To examamine the "religiosity" or "non-religiosity" in contemporary Japan.
Introduction. Japanese "non-
religiosity’" and its historical
context
3 H [RE] L i3@h, 2) REZO | REZEICHETDS [RE] BMESOREICOVWTESR
=%l B
% | About several basic concepts | To understand several basic concepts of religious studies that explain what religion
of religious studies that | is, such as “the sacred” and “the Profane®, or “the secular”.
explain what religion is
4 H [R¥] & 3fah (3) MERH] | ERBERDRELIZOVTER S
D RE
Z | About the history of religious | To discuss several studies about the history of religious life in modern and
life in modern and | contemporary Japan.
contemporary Japan
5 B | IR#% cfn @) MEEl | [RE0] RbooRAe ] ShizE00RAICONTER
& R#
& | About the secular way of | About the secular way of understanding things in the light of religious perspectives
understanding things in the
light of religious perspectives
6 B | ®#0@E8% (1) 723IXL- | 72 IXL, BEEFE Vv XLIZOVTER
BIEEREF- v v<v=X L
ZE | The Typology of Religion (1) | To discuss several studies about animism, ancestor worship, and shamanism.
About  Animism, Ancestor
Worship and Shamanism
7 H | & 0fEVHE 2) 2HH% ZHBHRERBUC OV TER
& | Christianity (1)The Typology of | To discuss several studies about some polytheistic religions.
Religion (2) About Polytheism
8 B | REMoERH Q) —#B(T7 | 777 NLRBUIDOVTER
INLRE) (1)
% | The Typology of Religion (3) | To discuss several studies on Abrahamic religions.
About Monotheism (1)
9 B | REM0ERHG ) —#%(T7 | 777 NLRBUIOVTER
FNLTRE) (2)
% | The Typology of Religion (4) | To discuss several studies on Abrahamic religions.
About Monotheism (2)
10 | B | R ofiE 6) LK PHLEIC D WTHS
Z | The Typology of Religion (5) | To discuss several studies about early Buddhism.
About Early Buddhism
11 | B | ®&%ofEiHE (6) wHEx ERBICHAONDIBUERICOVTESR
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The Typology of Religion (6) | To discuss several studies on mysticism.

b

About Mysticism

12 B | &% ofEiHsm (7) KELK BALH D BRICH 11 2 KELBD BRI DL TESE,
& | The Typology of Religion (7) | To discuss several studies about Mahayana Buddhism.
About Mahayana Buddhism

13 | B | BRHESICEIZRE () A | BRICBUI2RHACEFDODOIEBBICOVWTERT B,
RIEE & RE

Z | Contemporary  issues  of | To discuss several issues concerning religion in today’s world.
religion To discuss the relationship between being-human and religion.
14 | B | BRESICBI2RE Q B | BRICBUZRACEODLIHEMBEICOVWTERT 5,
FERYK
Z | Contemporary issues  of | To discuss several issues concerning religion in today’s world.
religion To discuss some topics concerning "science and religion"
15 | B | BRESICBEIZ2RE Q) # | BRICBUDIZRBICEODLIHMBEICOVWTERT 5,
BETRH

% | Contemporary issues of | To discuss several issues concerning religion in today’s world.

religion To discuss some topics concerning "society and religion"

B1EEH /Prerequisite(s)

H | HichkL,

=

52 | Nothing in particular.

BEBEBAFE (FF - E38%) /Required study time, Preparation and review

B | 1. ZE0OBRVETEIVLEICKD
CEBEPIBN T O ERB TEB IS I LR R AN D,

2
% | 1. Note that it is required to review each lessons in order to prepare the exams .
2. It is desirable that one consult and independently study the reference texts introduced in class.

ZRlE S#E2F /Textbooks/Reference Books

B | LYaXeEREREHRT 2.

& | Handouts will be given. Reference books will be introduced as necessary.

PRIERHE D iRk O EAEE /Grading Policy

H | ZR0EE~AD) 7o a3y (30%). FERICHERET/IHE (70%)
X As, NRBRIEELARG L OETRER

i

30% for regular performance (based on response papers from each class).
70% for small exams (closed-book written exams; held several times during the course).

BEEIEZ /Point to consider

| B8
ol

1. HERIC, IELCBEOETEYIS, HOPEICEKRICAZITAZATEIDREI 3547 H 5,
2. BR%EIE. X—)LH L <IE Moodle DXy —LTRIFAIT5,

bii

1. Note that any attendee who disrupts class by chatting or otherwise interfering with the other attendees’ learning shall be
dismissed from class.
2. For questions or other inquiries, email or messages via Moodle are available.




