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This course aims to examine the history of literary criticism through a focused study of "The Turn of the Screw" by Henry
James. By tracing how interpretations of the text have evolved over time, students will gain an understanding of how literary
readings are shaped by changing critical approaches. In particular, the course explores the shift from text-centered readings,
which emphasize formal elements such as narrative structure and point of view, to approaches that foreground historical,
social, and cultural contexts. It also introduces a range of critical theories—including New Criticism, psychoanalytic criticism,
feminist criticism, and post-structuralism—to demonstrate how a single text can generate multiple and sometimes conflicting

interpretations.
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Understand the History of Criticism
Identify Differences in Critical Approaches
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Recognize Textual Multiplicity
Develop Critical Thinking Skills
Apply Critical Frameworks
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& | Students are expected to read "The Turn of the Screw" (translated by Takayoshi Ogawa, Shincho-Bunko) before the second

class. No additional preparation is required, but students should review the material covered in class (approximately two

hours) to deepen their understanding and continue preparing for the final paper.
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Henry James, "The Turn of the Screw." Translated by Takayoshi Ogawa, Shincho-Bunko
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Z | Students will be evaluated comprehensively based on minute papers submitted for each class session (60%) and a final

paper (40%).
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Active participation and contributions during class are welcome.
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